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Showdown for Sheriff 


Candidates for the Smith County Sheriff’s position battle it out at TJC 


By Taylor Griffin 

Managing Editor 

On Feb. 9, the Tyler Junior College Criminal Justice Stu¬ 
dent Association hosted a debate for the Smith County sheriff 
candidates, giving the students involved hands-on experience. 

“We thought the number of questions, the issues the stu¬ 
dents want to hear were also issues that a person my age, older, 
and not in criminal justice would want to know about a sheriff,” 
said Jason Waller, department chair of Criminal Justice. 

After much planning and ideas thrown around beginning 
last fall, a debate for the candidates running for sheriff came to 
life. In 1988, TJC held a debate in the Jean Browne Theater for 
the running candidates then, setting a precedent for a new one 
24 years later. 


For weeks leading up to the event, local radio and television 
stations as well as newspapers spread the word and brought a full 
house eager to listen to each candidates point of view. 

In attendance were candidates Larry Smith, Bobby Gar¬ 
mon, and Chris Green. Donn Rust, the fourth candidate, was 
unable to attend. According to Waller, they were all on-board for 
the debate fairly quickly and seemed eager to participate. 

Larry Smiths 35 years of experience in local and federal law 
enforcement, including the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire¬ 
arms, and Explosives, proved his efficiency in administration and 
leadership skills. If elected, he plans to keep going with the cur¬ 
rent situation in Smith County and continue building its reputa¬ 
tion. 

Chief Deputy Bobby Garmon, already in the Smith County 
Sheriff’s Department under J.B. Smith, felt like no problems 


were present in the department and would carry on with its cur¬ 
rent settings. 

On the other hand, Chris Green, a state game warden, be¬ 
lieved the current situation in the county and jail needs some 
renovation. Sticking by his “fresh start” slogan, he revealed his 
“more boots on the ground” strategy, meaning more men out in 
the county fighting crime. 

The candidates bounced off their own opinions profession¬ 
ally on certain issues and rebutted each other’s thoughts. CJSA 
students handed out ballots with the candidates’ names, prompt¬ 
ing the attendees to circle, in their opinion, the winner of the 
debate and who might win the election (see results below). 

— see SHERIFF page 7 — 


Organization 

Amount Requested ($) 

Amount Allocated ($) 

Anime Club 

3,000 

3,000 

| Apache Activities 
j Council I 

23,300 

12,000 

i Apache Belles 

7,000 j 

7,000 

i Apache Chiefs 

4,500 

4,500 

j Apaches for Christ 

910 j 

no show 

Apache Pow-Wow 

11,470 

11,470 

j Association for 

1 Computer Machinery 

| Art Department 

4,590 

3,500 

11,500 

11,500 

I Black Student 
j Association j 

15,500 

13,000 

; Campus Crusade for 
[Christ 

250 

250 

: Kappa Kappa Psi 

4,000 

4,000 

| Las Mascaras 

1,745 

1,745 

Phi Rho Pi (Speech & 
{Debate) J 

20,000 

15,000 

! Phi Theta Kappa 

50,350 

20,000 

! Real Talk 

■ .. V "'-T _ • w ; ■ / •- L -1 

54,504 

. i 

6,500 
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j Resident Hall 

1 Association 1 

31,705 

10,300 

I S.A.G.E. 

970 

970 

Student Nurses 
Association 

1 "———, -~—•—: —-Miflfe -rit 

7,665 

i-~' -*-' 1 wrrr '—~r-—NM-— Wjl 

1,000 

j Student Senate 

5,630 

5,630 

Tau Beta Sigma 

5,413 

fr-r —-r •rrr-«rrjr~r rr ~—r~— *-’“-—-4 

4,500 

jTJC Band 

35,000 

15,000 


}■ ' . . 


j Wesley Foundation 

4,900 

4,300 
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FINANCIAL Update 


S.S.F.A.C. Money Talk 

TJC committee distributes student-life fees 


By Demetries Coad 

Staff Writer 


Twenty-one campus groups will receive a share of 
about $155,000 collected this semester as part of the 
student service fee. 

On Feb. 8, student organizations stood be¬ 
fore the Student Service Fee Advisory Committee, 
(S.S.F.A.C.), to ask for funding. Some organizations 
received all the funding they asked for, while others 
got less. 

Phi Theta Kappa asked for $50,350 and received 
$20,000, which was the most of any student group, 
records show. The TJC Band and Phi Rho Pi (Speech 
and Debate), each received $15,000, the next biggest 
amount awarded. 

The S.S.F.A.C. financial grant is significant to 
some organizations. 

Phi Rho Pi Director M’Liss Hindman said re¬ 
ceiving S.S.F.A.C. funds is essential to the organiza¬ 
tion. 

“Our organization is a little different from many 
others because our financial needs are similar to an 
athletic team’s due to all of the travel and competition. 
Phi Rho Pi could not continue to successfully com¬ 
pete on the state and national level if it were not for 
S.S.F.A.C. funds,” she said. “We have had an increased 
number of students interested in competing for TJC 
and, of course, expenses escalate each year due to the 
economy. So the S.S.F.A.C. funding is very essential.” 

Some organizations didn’t seek a large amount of 
money. 

Las Mascaras asked for and received $1,745. Las 
Mascaras President TJ Rankin said the club uses the 
money towards its venue, theatre scrapbook, banquet, 
awards and pieces to build sets for the theatrical per¬ 
formances. 


A question that always comes up when it’s time 
for S.S.F.A.C. funding is whether the process of 
awarding the money is fair. 

Some students in the past have questioned 
whether S.S.F.A.C. committee members held grudg¬ 
es against certain organizations and possibly ruined 
those organizations’ chances of getting the amount of 
money they were seeking. 

However, student Lewis Sharp believes that is no 
longer the case. 

“(With) the system that I see, I don’t think so 
because it’s an arbitrary process,” Sharp said. 

Rankin stated that “you got to be reasonable” in 
deciding how much money to ask for. 

Representatives of groups had to say in their 
proposals before the committee how they would use 
S.S.F.A.C. money to fulfill TJC’s three promises: 1. A 
Quality Education; 2. A Vibrant Student Life; and 3. 
Community Service. 

According to the S.S.F.A.C. Constitution, the 
committee considers what the organization wants to 
do, why they want to do it, and what the results will be 
before awarding money. 

The S.S.F.A.C. committee consists of seven stu¬ 
dent representatives appointed by the Student Senate 
president and approved by the vice president of Stu¬ 
dent Affairs, two faculty members that are elected by 
the Faculty Senate and the Student Senate president, 
according to information in the S.S.F.A.C. organiza¬ 
tion proposal packet. 

Members of the S.S.F.A.C. committee were: 
Brianna Palmer (committee Chair), Tracey Lornson 
(committee secretary), Misty Lopez, Kathryn Young, 
Roy Horton, Gerardo Hernandez, Austin Reed 
(Freshman Class president), faculty members Beverly 
Bugay and Lisa Baker, and Vice President of Student 
Affairs Dr. Johnny Moore. 
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The Apache Pow Wow 

invites students, employees, parents and alumni 
to submit letters to the editor. 
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editorial 

We have'bigger things to worry about 

Apparently, even the media gets distracted every now and again 


OMG Whitney Houston 


drives my anger more: the media focusing 
on a celebrity’s death over clearly more im¬ 
portant national issues, or society pretend¬ 
ing to care. Oh, Whitney Houston died? 
Please tell me how you were such a big fan! 
Look on the bright side, she’s been sober for 
over a week now. When Michael Jackson 
died, he went down as a pop genre martyr, 
but when he was alive, virtually everybody 
was enticed with the fact that he acted inap¬ 
propriately towards children. 

The only Amy Winehouse song I 
know is “Rehab”, where her chorus line is 
“they trying to take me back to rehab, and I 
said no, no no...” Yeah, look where that got 
her. And last but not least, Ryan Dunn, co- 
star of everyone’s favorite excuse to watch 
Bam Margera experimenting with his sexu¬ 
ality, the hit movie and TV show “Jackass”. 
The only line he had to memorize in the 
series was “Hi, I’m Ryan Dunn, and this is 
(name of stunt here).” Ironically enough, his 
last stunt ended with “Hi, I’m Ryan Dunn, 
and this is.. .Drunk Driving...” Awwwww, 
too soon? 

You can tell me that I need to be more 
sensitive if you want. I understand that it’s a 
human life, but under no circumstances will 
my opinion change. If these people didn’t 
care enough about their lives to do the right 
thing, then why should we? If you’re actu¬ 
ally emotionally distraught over the deaths 
of these people to the point where you can’t 
focus on what really matters in the rest of 
the world, then my condolences, but to the 
rest of us, it’s time to put a foot down and 
- say: “Get over it!” Did anyone really not see 
it coming? 


brain trying to remember the songs of a for¬ 
gotten diva. 

So why am I bashing Whitney Hous¬ 
ton so hard you might ask? I’m not bashing 
Whitney Houston. Ok, I am bashing Whit¬ 
ney Houston.. .and Amy Winehouse.. .and 
Ryan Dunn.... and Michael Jackson. I woke 
up this morning with the sole objective of 
utilizing my column to slap every single 
person on Earth in the face who believes 
that celebrities; who meet their demises at 
the hands of their own irresponsibility, de¬ 
serve the attention they get when there are a 
thousand other newsworthy things that are 
more deserving of our attention. 

If anybody were keeping up with the 
real news, a lot of important events have 
happened since Whitney Houston kicked 
the bucket. Russia came within an inch of 
blowing itself up via a nuclear submarine fire, 
Iran has been steadily making technological 
increases in their nuclear programs as well as 
encouraging all Arab nations to either wipe 
out Israel, or embargo the United States. It 
should also be noted that on the same exact 
day of Whitney Houston’s death, eight ma¬ 
rines were killed in action, fighting for our 
right to cry over a washed up diva who’s last 
years alive were spent in and out of rehab. 
The messed up part is, who do you think got 
the hero’s farewell? Gov. Chris Christie just 
recently ordered the state of New Jersey to 
fly all flags at half-staff, for Whitney Hous¬ 
ton’s death. I don’t remember Lt. Michael 
Murphy of the U.S. Navy Seals, recipient 
of the Medal of Honor, receiving such an 
honor when he made the ultimate sacrifice 
in 2005 in order to defend our country. 

I’m a tad bit confused as to which issue 


By Adam Peterson 

Editor-In-Chief 


First off, if you are a legitimate fan of 
Whitney Houston, turn back now! This 
place is not for you. I was instructed to go 
into this column as sensitively as my human 
nature would allow, but just thinking about 
this topic is enough to make me want to 
hurl my body into 1-20 traffic going through 
Atlanta during rush hour. Whitney Hous¬ 
ton is dead, and oh my God, I don’t care. 
Neither do half of the people pretending 
like they do on Facebook and Twitter. 

For those of you like me who didn’t 
know, Whitney Houston was a classic ex¬ 
ample of celebrity drug abuse mixed with 
(in my own opinion) an incredibly medio¬ 
cre pop-diva career. Now before you tell me 
how much of an impact she had on the mu¬ 
sic world and how you would entirely sup¬ 
port me throwing myself into the Atlanta 
traffic I mentioned before, please name five 
Whitney Houston songs right off the top 
of your head. I bet you made it to “And I 
Will Always Love You” and then one of 
the fascists, sociopathic squirrels on campus 
did something surprisingly modest that you 
found more interesting than jarring your 


... And it isn’t all Whitney Houston’s fault either, she’s not the 
first celebrity who’s death has given the media temporary A.D.D. 
Nowadays, it can be surprisingly easy to get lost among all the ce¬ 
lebrity gossip and tabloids that the major media companies some¬ 
how manage to pass off as news so that we often overlook what’s 
actually important. 

But is it just the celebrities? During the summer of 2011, we 
all witnessed what was regarded by many as the judicial case of the 
decade: Casey Anthony’s trial for the murder of her daughter Cay- 
lee. Everyone appeared to be captivated by this trial, and when 
Casey was declared innocent by the jury, an incredible uproar of 
protest erupted as well as a demand for justice. Was the case im¬ 
portant? Most definitely, it pointed out several flaws in our judicial 
system that needed to be brought to light. But was the trial the 
most newsworthy event at the time? That’s questionable. 

Around the same time as the Casey Anthony trial, the United 
States faced a major debacle that had serious implications as to 
where we would rank as a nation in the not-so-distant future. The 
national debt limit was surging uncontrollably past the $14 trillion 
mark, and on its way towards the $15 trillion debt limit. To make 
matters worse, S &P officially downgraded our national credit rat¬ 
ing from AAA to AA+, and our guess is that not half the people 
who followed the Casey Anthony trial were aware that such a situa¬ 


tion occurred. Congress was playing partisan politics as usual at the 
time, and in order to avoid defaulting on our debt, they elected to 
raise the debt ceiling at the last second in order to give themselves 
until Thanksgiving of 2011 to come up with a solution to the debt 
crisis. Do you think they found one? The outstanding U.S. debt 
today is now well over $15,380,000,000, and still rising. 

Maybe if we Americans would pay attention to such events, 
we would participate more in our government and pressure our 
state representatives and senators to sit down and get a job done for 
once instead of bickering back and forth all the time and refusing to 
come together to discuss solutions to our nation’s problems before 
we’re all forced to learn how to speak Mandarin. 

In our opinion, the general media focuses on what the viewers 
WANT to see, not what they NEED to see, and if you don’t believe 
us, do some research, it’s happening right this very moment. Ev¬ 
erybody is still hung up on Whitney Houston too much to notice 
that we have some serious trouble brewing once again in the Mid¬ 
dle-East regarding Iran’s aggression towards Israel and complete 
disregard for the United States attempts to establish diplomatic 
relations. Everyone deserves to have somebody mourn at their fu¬ 
neral, but in no instances should the death of one pop-culture icon 
completely blind everyone from seeing what’s happening in the rest 
of the world. 


---- N 
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We care what you think... 

Suggested news story regarding OneAccount's hidden 
prices and connections to colleges and universities... 


Dear Editor, 

I am a consumer advocate writing on behalf 
of NerdWallet.com. A recent trend involving a 
conflict of interest between the administrators 
and students of Tyler Junior College is concern¬ 
ing to me. 

School administrators appear to be outsourc¬ 
ing back office responsibilities and costs, at the 
direct expense of students. 

Tyler Junior College has joined a growing 
list of colleges that are choosing to outsource 
financial aid disbursement responsibilities to for- 
profit companies. Outsourcing these tasks saves 
school administrators from many late nights, 
dealing with paperwork and customer service 
inquiries. However, in exchange for this conve¬ 
nience, for-profit companies are given the right 
to peddle questionable financial products directly 
to financially inexperienced students. 

One such company, Higher One Holdings, 
has a deep relationship with your campus. The 
company is publicly traded on the NASDAQ stock 
exchange, and is worth nearly $900 million at the 
time of this writing. Most of their revenue comes 
from fees earned through their OneAccount Mas¬ 
terCard, which is heavily marketed to students 
with the blessing of school administrators. 

In exchange for their financial aid disburse¬ 
ment services, the company has been allowed 
to market a debit card with high fees, such as 
$2.50 per out of network ATM withdrawal, a $19 
per month inactivity fee, and an overdraft fee 
ranging from $29 to $38 per incident. Over half 
of students who receive financial aid at Higher 
One schools opt to receive this “OneAccount" 
card. 

The average OneAccount cardholder ends up 
paying about $44 per year in fees, whereas free 
student checking options are still widely available 
from local banks and credit unions. 

The lack of transparency by schools is es¬ 
pecially concerning. Some legacy contracts that 
are publicly available show that some schools 
receive kickbacks for student spending. For ex¬ 
ample, the University System of Georgia receives 
0.08% of every dollar spent on student 

OneAccount cards. 

It is my belief that students should push for 
more transparency, as well as for mandatory 
seminars that highlight some of the alternative 
checking accounts available from local deposi¬ 
tory institutions. 

Best Regards, 

Tim Chen 
NerdWallet 


POLL 

Do YOU THINK CONGRESS IS DOING EVERYTHING 
WITHIN ITS POWERS TO RELIEVE THE DEBT CRISIS? 


Results of Previous Poll 

Do YOU THINK THAT IT’S IMPORTANT TO VOTE IN 
THE PRIMARIES IN APRIL? 


Yes 80% 

No ■ 20% 



The Apache Pow Wow welcomes readers to voice 
their opinions on articles at tjcnewspaper.com or 
by sending a letter to the editor at tjcnews@tjc. 
edu. Full articles and comments can be found at 

tjcnewspaper.com. 
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By Jasmine Hall 

Staff Writer 

In a time ruled by shoulder pads, 
leg warmers, huge earrings and fin¬ 
gerless gloves; the 80s at Tyler Junior 
College was just as momentous as any 
other period of history. 

A world mourning the death of 
John Lennon brought an end to an era. 
The assassination attempt on Ronald 
Reagan, the Challenger Space Shuttle 
exploding, the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and the students massacred at Chinas 
Tiananmen Square were some of the 
most important moments in the 80s 
that we learn about in our history 
books. 

Walking around campus at TJC 
in the 80s, many now would look back 
on past students fashion trends and 
ask, “What were they THIN KING P!” 

Students not wearing “members 
only jackets” were considered dorks 


and imitations of such jackets were not 
acceptable. Stretch stirrup pants were 
probably the most unacceptable of 
fashion trends; they didn’t make any¬ 
body look good. The most memorable 
of all fashion trend oops of the 80’s, 
were the dreaded parachute pants. The 
pants started off skin tight but ended 
up baggier than basketball shorts. 

Amidst all the fashion ups (and 
downs), students on campus had many 
changes to their school. 


dorms, Hudnall Hall. Made into an “L” 
shape, the design of Hudnall Hall was 
“planned to give maximum protection 
to students living in the dorm.” said 
then Vice President Richard H. Bar¬ 
rett. 

Students also had a chance to be 
a part of history, when Ronald Rea¬ 
gan came to speak at TJC’s Harvey 
Hall. With an audience of about 4,000 
people, Ronald Reagan stood be¬ 
fore students, faculty, and community 


1980-1989 


The opening 


members alike to discuss his views on 


opening of the Wise Audito¬ 
rium, the Health Education building important issues. 

(OHPE), Pirtle building construe- “The crowd was in no small mea- 
tion, and the unveiling of the new sure moved by the importance their 


town had assumed,” wrote 1980 Staff 
Writer, Michelle Green. 

In 1983, Dr. Harry E. Jenkins 
passed away. Jenkins was president of 
TJC from 1946-1980, and Chancel¬ 
lor ofTJC from 1980-1981. Not much 
is known about the man behind the 
name. Today many students attend 
class everyday in the building that was 
named after him. He was a man of 
many accomplishments and job posi¬ 
tions such as dean ofTJC from 1934- 
46, and assistant superintendent of 
Tyler public schools. In 1960 he was 
elected President of the Southern As¬ 
sociation of Colleges and Schools, and 
in 1972 that group voted Jenkins as 
a lifetime member. Jenkins died after 
several months of illness, but his legacy 
lives on through the school and its stu¬ 
dents. 


Photo Illustrations by Augusta Robinson 
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Michael Jackson 
“Released Thriller” 


Cabbage Patch Kids 
Were very popular 


John Lennon was assassinated 


AIDS plegue introduced 


1989 


1985 
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Hole in the Ozone 
Layer was discovered 


Chernobyl Nuclear accident 


Berlin Wall Falls 




Jenkins dies 


elected president of the 
Southern Association of Col¬ 
leges and Schools. 

In 1972 that group voter! 
Jenkins their highest recogni¬ 
tion. electing him a lifetime 
member. 

Jenkins is survived by his 
wife, Iva, who served many 
years as a TJC librarian, and 
a son, Harry E, Jenkins Jr., 
former TJC faculty member. 

A Harry E. Jenkins 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
has been established In 
Jenkins' honor. Donors may 
make contributions through 


TJC President Emeritus Dr 
Harry E. Jenkins died Monday 
after several months’ illness 
Jenkins was president from 
1946-1980 ami chancellor from 
1980-81 when he retired as 
president emeritus. 

The entire Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege community is deeply sad¬ 
dened by the death of Dr. 
Jenkins. We extend our most 
heartfelt sympathy to his sur¬ 
vivors, and yet, at the same 
time, we take tremendous 
pride in the legacy that Dr. 
Jenkins leaves to the college - 
as well as the city, the state 
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80 s brought change, questionable fashion choices to TJC 
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SPEAK 

Contact The Apache Pow Wow News Editor 
Kevin Ngo with questions, comments or con¬ 
cerns at kngo@email.tjc.edu. 
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Campus safety 






f 

I 

_ 

Photo by Adam Peterson 


DAY PASS: TJC student is being issued a day pass, as a result of not wearing his lanyard. 


TJC introduces new 
lanyard policy fees 


By Kevin Ngo 

News Editor 

Tyler Junior College has 
updated its lanyard policy to 
maintain safety on campus 
and stay cost efficient. 

The updated policy has 
been in effect since Feb 1. 
Under the new policy, if a stu¬ 
dent forgets his or her lanyard, 
he or she will be issued a day 
pass. After one free day pass, 
a fine will be billed to the stu¬ 
dent s place of residence. The 
old policy stated, if a student 
was caught without a lanyard, 
the first offense would be a 
warning along with a day pass, 
the second time a letter would 
be sent informing the student 
that if it were to happen again 
the student would face sus¬ 
pension, and the third strike 
was expulsion. 

TJC established its policy 
on Aug. 23,2010. In order to 
keep trespassers off of cam¬ 
pus. There had been numer¬ 
ous reports of disturbances on 
campus and a couple of cases 


of drugs being distributed by 
those who were not students. 
The lanyard policy made it 
simpler for TJC staff to iden¬ 
tify who belonged on campus 
and who did not. 

The fine billed to students 
is a cost recovery charge. It’s 
not a ticket. Director of Cam¬ 
pus Safety, Dr. Tom Johnson 
said “All it is, is recovering 
some of the money that we 
spend keeping up with the day 
pass itself.” 

With the new system, 
tracking students is more ef¬ 
ficient and convenient. All it 
takes is just one call from the 
security ambassador to the 
Campus Safety Office and 
the student will be logged in. 
Identifying people without a 
lanyard is easier now as well 
because after the call is made, 
the dispatcher can look in the 
system and see whether the 
person is a student at TJC. 

If a student is stopped 
without a lanyard, a security 
ambassador can issue a day 
pass on the spot, as opposed to 
having the student go to the 



TYLER JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 
CAMPUS SAFETY 
DAY PASS 


NAME „ 

A#_ 

DATE 


ISSUED BY £drz 



sub-station. 

Corp. Peggy Scott said, 
“the amount of paperwork in¬ 
volved, in just keeping track, 
sending out the letters, the 
time finding the student and 
the post cards and letters sent 
to Damien Williams. With 
this way (policy) we are put¬ 
ting this on their account one 
time. Done.” 

Two dollars and 50 cents 
may not seem like much, but 
if a student neglects to pay the 
fee, a “hold” may be placed on 
a students academic record. 
Most holds prevent students 
from obtaining their tran¬ 
scripts. Students will not be 
able to register for any class 
till the hold is removed from 
his or her account. 

Johnson said, “a hold 
that is placed on an account 
if students fail to pay the fee. 


A hold can also be placed for 
non-monetary things: not 
returning books or failing to 
meet with judicial affairs if 
one were called upon.” 

Some student think the 
new policy will be for the best, 
and will still maintain its in¬ 
tegrity to keeping the students 
safe. 

“I think it’s a better so¬ 
lution than suspension,” said 
science major Michael Tran. 
“Regardless of students being 
fined, it will take some time 
before all students remember 
to wear their lanyard while on 
campus. Its all about compli- 

n 

ance. 

Tran also said its also 
a way to give students some 
peace of mind that only stu¬ 
dents and staff members are 
allowed on campus. 


Anonymous text 
helps keep TJC 
students safe 


By Raylon Pace 

Staff Writer 

TJC is implementing a new alert system to help stu¬ 
dents and faculty combat crime and suspicious activity—all 
while remaining anonymous. 

“This service will allow students, employees and even visi¬ 
tors to our campuses and satellite facilities to report suspicious 
activity or provide crime tips without their identity being ex¬ 
posed,” Dr. Johnny Moore, TJC vice president of Student Af¬ 
fairs, said in a statement released by the college. 

The new U-Tip system is the result of a contract TJC 
signed with service provider e2campus. 

Director of Campus Safety Randy Melton said the U-Tip 
system is not designed for reporting emergencies. 

“This alert system is for the students to use in order to 
maintain civility on campus, but this system doesn’t replace 911 
or even the Campus Safety number for usage,” Melton said. 

When officers receive a U-Tip text they will launch an in¬ 
vestigation, Melton said. He hopes 
people will come forward with in¬ 
formation using U-Tip who would 
be reluctant to report a crime in 
person. 

“This is a great system for 
people hesitant to give information 
to the police directly (but would) 
give crime tips without other peo¬ 
ple knowing you told about crimes 
being committed,” he said. 

Phillip Dean, a kinesiology 
major, said the system could be 
useful. 

“It can’t hurt to try out the 
new system,” he said. “It sounds 
like a good idea.” 

Having a system to report 
crimes anonymously is benefi¬ 
cial to students who want to cut 


MEETINGS 


Just the facts 

Report a crime 
or suspicious 
activity on TJC 
campus. Send 
a text message 
to 79516 using 
keyword “tjctip”. 
Identities will 
be kept private. 
The U-tip does 
not service to 
emergencies. 
Call 911 for 
emergency. 


down on drug-related and gang-related activities on campus, 
said Anastasia Garner, a psychology major. She said she would 
“definitely use the system” if she ever felt caught up in a situa¬ 
tion that was dangerous. 

Vincent Nguyen, director of Student Success, said,“U-Tip 
is a great mechanism of communication” allowing students, ad¬ 
ministration, and Campus Safety to work together to make a 
safer campus. 

Garner agrees. “It’s a small step in bridging the gap be¬ 
tween the students and Campus Safety officers,” she said. 

Nguyen said shootings at Virginia Tech and other cam¬ 
puses resulted in colleges adopting new measures to allow stu¬ 
dents to report crimes and receive information about emergen¬ 
cies on campus. 

Information about criminal activity will help Campus Se¬ 
curity keep TJC safe, Nguyen said. 

“The cops here aren’t rent-a-cops. They are certified gun- 
toting licensed police officers here to keep the peace on cam¬ 
pus,” he said. 


CAMPUS SAFETY INCIDENT REPORTS 


02/07/12 

12:33PM 

ASSAULT: 

A student reported another student assaulted him in Jenkins Hall. 
Campus Safety continues to investigate. 

02/08/12 

9:45PM 

POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA: 

A TJC employee reported a suspicious odor in Ornelas A. Campus 
Safety responded to the suspicious odor and made contact with the 
resident of that room. A controlled substance and paraphernalia were 
confiscated and the student was issued a citation. The incident will be 
referred to the Student Judicial Coordinator. 

02/13/12 

11:45AM 

HARASSMENT: 

A student reported she was receiving unwanted texts and calls from a 
non-student. She was advised to notify Campus Safety immediately if 
the woman is seen on campus. 

02/16/12 

2:08PM 

FAILURE TO COMPLY: 

A student was observed outside Rogers Student Center without his 
ID/lanyard. He was advised he must wear it at all times while on cam¬ 
pus. A short time later he was seen again without his ID/lanyard. He 


responded with a rude attitude. The incident will be referred to the 
Student Judicial Coordinator. 

02/15/12 

4:45PM 

SUSPICIOUS NOISE: 

A TJC employee reported a loud noise under Pirtle Tech. Campus 
Safety responded and found origin of the noise. 

02/17/12 
11:17AM 
HIT AND RUN: 

A student reported his vehicle was damaged while parked in the lot at 
1100 S. Palmer St. Campus Safety continues to investigate. 

02/20/12 

3:00PM 

SUSPICIOUS PERSON: 

Two students reported a non-student making threatening comments 
to them off campus. They were both advised to call Campus Safety 
immediately if they see her on campus. 

02/20/12 

4:46PM 

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF: 

While on patrol Campus Safety found the parking lot sign had been 
removed from the lot at 1400 Magnolia Street. Campus Safety con¬ 
tinues to investigate. 


News 
In Brief 


CAMPUS 


TJC SPEECH 
AND DEBATE 

Texas Community College 
Forensic Association’s State 
champion hosted by Central 
Texas College Feb. 10-12 

TJC won 1st in Debate 
Sweepstakes, 2nd in individual 
Sweepstakes and 2nd in over¬ 
all Sweepstakes. 

Theresa Boyd 1st in Speech 
to Entertain. 

Tom Hill 1st in Parli- 
mentary Debate and Im¬ 
promptu speaking, 4th in Ex¬ 
temporaneous speaking and 
6th in Speech to Entertain.. 

Lewis Sharp 1st in Parlia¬ 
mentary Debate and Extem¬ 
poraneous Speaking, 5th in 
Speech Entertainment. 

Demetries Coad 2nd in 
Poetry Interpretation and 3rd 
in Dramatic Interpretation. 

Julia Bodiford 3rd in Pro¬ 
gram and Poetry Interpreta¬ 
tion. 

Tony Mckinney 6th in Pro¬ 
gram Oral Interpretation and 
4th in Poetry Interpreation. 

Jonathan Clifton, Semi- 
Finalist in Parliamentary De¬ 
bate. 
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SPEAK 

Contact The Apache Pow Wow Student Life 
Editor Crystal Jaquez with questions, com¬ 
ments, or concerns at cjaquez@email.tjc.edu 

THE APACHE POW WOW | PAGE 5 



1980 ’s romance kindled atTJC 


By Carol Scott 

Staff Writer 

Pingpong, spaghetti dinners, mission 
trips and a comfy couch for quick naps 
were all an integral part of the Methodist 
Student Union at Tyler Junior College in 
1982; but the greatest benefit was a close 
sense of community. 

Alumni Nannette Williams, John 
Comer and Rene' Hurtado were a part of 
that close family-type group. After previ¬ 
ously getting lost in the crowd at a larger 
school, Williams was looking for a place to 
fit in at TJC and she found it at the Meth¬ 
odist Student Union. 

“It’s one of those places you can think 
back to and you can see the furniture, hear 
the sounds, and see the people just as they 


Courtesy Photos 

SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW 

John and Rene' Comer pose lovingly in the 
past and present. 



were,” said Williams. 

She said it was a place to go when you 
were trying to figure out what things you 
needed to call Mom about and what you 
. could try to do yourself. The minister who 
was in charge, Harvey Beckendorf, was like 
Dad to everybody. 

“It was the days before technological 
communications,” said Williams. “If you 
wanted to find somebody you hung around 
and waited for them to show up.” 

Williams only attended TJC for one 
semester, but friendships were formed that 
have lasted for 30 years. In fact, Comer, 
who graduated in 1983 with an associate 
degree in liberal arts, and Hurtado, who 
studied graphic communication/photogra- 
phy, were married in December 1982. 

Hurtado was with Williams the 
first time she saw Comer. Hurtado was 
impressed, but Comer didn’t seem aware 
of her. When he left for the Methodist 
group’s mission trip to Belize, Hurtado said 
she thought he wasn’t coming back. 

“I was relieved to see him again after 
the [spring] break,” said Hurtado. 

Comer remembers the first time he 
noticed Hurtado. He had considered tak¬ 
ing a nap on the Student Union’s 20-year- 


old couch, but whoever got there first got 
the couch and she had beaten him to it. 

The Comers’ actually classified their 
first date as their first “not” date. Comer 
asked Hurtado to go to the Valentines din¬ 
ner with him. As a disclaimer, Comer ex¬ 
plained that it wasn’t a date or anything. 

‘1 had a lot to learn,” said Comer. 

It became even more evident that 
he had more to learn than what his classes 
at TJC offered. After eating at the restau¬ 
rant where Hurtado worked, Comer didn’t 
have money for a tip. He left a note on the 
table that said, “I owe you.” 

To his credit though, Comer did walk 
Hurtado to her Hasses and carried her 
books. 

The Methodist Student Union 
looks much the same today as it did in 
1982. Only it’s called “retro” now. The 
games are there. Lunch is served every 
Tuesday. And they still sponsor mission 
trips except, because of students’ limited 
funds, they now focus on local missions. 
This year they will be doing things in Tyler. 
Beckendorf retired in 1992 and the current 
director of the Wesley Foundation is Rev. 
Sunny Farley. 


FIGs makes the 
transition into 
college smoother 


“Leaving behind a footprint” 

TJC student receives high honors in speech competition 


By Joshua Mumphrey 

Senior Features Editor 



By Stephen Traylor 

Staff Writer 

To some freshmen the word figs means nothing 
more than a fruit, but for some who are studying busi¬ 
ness, criminal justice, or career exploration, it could mean 
the difference between simply going to class or getting 
the most out of the Tyler Junior College experience. 

FIGs stands for Freshmen Interest Groups. A 
component of the First Year Experience program, FIGs 
is designed to connect first-time-college students with a 
group of people possessing similar interests, said infor¬ 
mation released by the college. 

It is also part ofTJC’s “Achieving The Dream” ini¬ 
tiative designed to help students succeed. FIGS partici¬ 
pants enroll in linked courses, study together, and share 
declared majors while living in a designated residential 
hall. 

Ashleigh Lewis, coordinator of FIGs, said many 
other institutions have similar programs, but TJC is the 
first two-year school in the area to incorporate a FIGs 
program that utilizes living and learning communities. 

Tyler Gilmore, a student assistant in the School of 
Academic Foundation, works with all of the students in 
FIGs. 

“Working with FIGs is definitely a new experience 
and it is great when it comes to the student finding their 
way through the first year of college,” Gilmore said. 

Gilmore said FIGs is designed to allow the student 
to make a better transition from high school to college, 
live on-campus, and be part of their field of study and 
create their own social network group. 

Participants in FIGs stay in Holley and Vaughn 
dormitories before the fall semester begins and are then 


“irs a good way to got freshmen involved 
and adjusted to the college life; 

-Kathy Wilson, TJC Student 


assigned roommates who share the same academic in¬ 
terests. 

“It’s a good way to get freshmen involved and ad¬ 
justed to the college life,” said Kathy Wilson, a freshman 
living in Ornelas Hall. 

Andre Suell, 20, and a freshman enrolled in FIGs 
said, “The study groups that are provided to us really are 
helpful and if a student is trying to live on campus they 
might want to check into being a part of FIGs, due to 
limited space in the resident halls.” 

The goal of FIGs for the future is having students 
work with the MDA, the Azalea Run, serve as guest 
speakers for students about various jobs and skills, and 
ultimately help the student become self-aware of the 
world around them and how they can make a difference, 
Lewis said. 

Faculty members overseeing the program include 
Belinda Landers, Cindy Gaddis, Melanie Ward, Debo¬ 
rah Welch and Jason Waller. 

Those who are interested in the program can call 
903-510-3751 or email the School of Academic Foun¬ 
dation at fye@tjc.edu to request a FIGs application 

TJC hopes to expand the FIGs program so that 
more first-year students will be able to participate. 


The morning starts with a sleepy, thin, blonde-haired young 
woman waking just before the crack of dawn. 

She eats her breakfast in bed, like every other morning, de¬ 
termined to start off each day better than the day before. She’s 
not too fond of bright lights extremely early in the day, a dear 
friend John Mullinix explained, and sometimes she wresdes 
mentally with herself, deciding on what to wear depending on 
how she’s feeling. She’s sometimes tired and so weak. 

She brushes her teeth, combs her hair and gets her make up 
on, as many other young ladies her age typically do. After getting 
all of her things packed, sorted and ready to attend her classes in 
the morning, she waits for John to open the door, help her out of 
the car and comfortably into her red leather wheelchair. 

She hasn’t walked since age 17. She’s 27 now. 

Theresa Boyd isn’t your average ‘run of the mill’Tyler Junior 
College student. 

She’s witty, intelligent and extremely deadline attentive, 


“I’m not my wheelchair I just happen to use it; 

-Theresa Boyd, TJC Student 


her speech and communication professor M’Liss Hindman ex¬ 
plained. 

A close friend named Juba Bodiford said she’s one of the 
most compassionate and honest best friends she’s ever had. 

Theresa’s professor described her as being wise and selfless, 
“The ideal individual,” but Theresa explained that she will never 
again be defined by what others think of her, good or bad, but by 
what she thinks of herself. 



Photo by Joshua Mumphrey 


BEATING THE ODDS: Theresa Boyd sits in the Jean Brown 
Theatre, giving a speech to students and professors. 

The single word “disability” no longer defines her, as she of¬ 
ten puts it, or an unfortunate circumstance that left her unable 
to use her legs. 

“A part of my speech is about definition,” she said softly, her 
gaze focused straight and her dark blue eyes burning with ambi¬ 
tion. “I’m not my wheelchair, I just happen to use it.” 

Theresa is a double state champion this year and won first 
place in Speech to Entertain at both the Texas Intercollegiate 
Forensic Association’s Spring State Championship for univer¬ 
sities and colleges and the Texas Community College Forensic 
Association’s state championship for only community colleges. 
This has qualified her for the national competition at the Ameri¬ 
can Forensic Association’s tournament in April. 

— see FOOTPRINT page 7 — 
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TYLER JUNIOR 
COLLEGE! 
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picture published! 
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THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH Students help ederly at Disciple 
Place Retirement Community in Tyler 


Students help elderly with creativity 


By Belen Casillas 

Staff Writier 

The white walls of the cafeteria echoed back the laugh¬ 
ter, as the smell of glue and the sound of ripping paper filled 
the air. 

Sue Valek, a resident of The Disciple Place Retirement 
Community in Tyler, with her sky blue shirt and golden short 
hair had a smile on her face as she cut pictures out of a style 
magazine. 

“This is the first one I have done, this is fun, ” said Sue. 

On a Thursday afternoon, Tyler Junior College Art stu¬ 
dents and Art Club members with the leadership of Professor 
Derrick White, arrived at the retirement community ready to 
connect and teach the art of collage to the residents. 

“Its been great for both the residents and students. We 
have had some of our shiest students, when they are working 
one-on-one with an elderly person really start to talk and... 
open up,” said White, “ I think one of the greatest benefits 
is.... you realize you understand something better when you 


try to teach it to someone else. ” 

As the laughs across the room got louder Sue sat back to 
observe the students and her fellow neighbors enjoying the 
company of one another. She has been at the community for 
4 months, and is coping with the new change. 

Students connected with Sue and other residents while 
creating the collage, some helped the elderly select pictures 
that stood out to them the most from the magazines, and 
others glued them on to the large brown poster paper. 

“I will come up here and visit. It’s fiin, ” said Michelle 
Map, who joined the Art Club for the first time on Thurs¬ 
day. 

The classes will take place this spring semester every 
third Thursday out of the month at the retirement communi¬ 
ty, where they will be learning more about painting, clay, col¬ 
lage, and giving them the opportunity for both students and 
residents to reflect personal expression through art. 

For more information on the Art Class at The Disciple 
Place Retirement Community, contact Derrick White at 
(903) 510-2233 or by email at dwhi@tjc.edu. 


SPEAK 

Contact The Apache Pow Wow Verve Editor 
Caitie Phillips with questions, comments or 
concerns at cphill42@email.tjc.edu. 


THE APACHE POW WOW | PAGE 6 

Belles name Schaefer 
as new head director 


By Augusta Robinson 

85 Anniversary Editor 

Replacing former Tyler 
Junior College Apache Belles 
Director Ruth Flynn after 27 
years could be considered an in¬ 
timidating task for some people. 
However, it is a challenge Jasi- 
lyn Schaefer is taking one high 
kick at a time. 

Schaefer is a former Apache 
Belle and has been serving as the 
interim director since her men¬ 
tor Flynn announced her retire¬ 
ment last year. For Schaefer this 
promotion comes as a dream 
come true and a chance to in¬ 
spire young women. 

“I dreamed and imagined it 
but to have it become a reality is 
really an honor and a blessing,” 
Schaefer said. “I hope that my 
direction is not just bound to the 
dance floor and that it helps all 
of the young women that come 
into the program.” 

Schaefer started dancing 
when she was in high school 
and put in lots of hard work 
to improve her personal dance 
skills. 

“I didn’t start taking dance 
from the time I was 3,” Schaefer 
said. “Starting later in life was 
somewhat of a challenge to 
overcome, and I took a lot of 
private lessons to make up for 
the lack of training that I had 
from early on that a lot of other 
people had.” 

However, Schaefer was de¬ 
termined to build on her dance 
experience and the idea of being 
an Apache Belle motivated her. 

“I gave up a lot as far as 
some other extracurricular ac¬ 
tivities to be able to dedicate 


my time to dance and I knew I 
wanted to be an Apache Belle so 
I really spent not only some of 
my financial resources but also 
time on achieving that dream,” 
Schaefer said. 

Schaefer grew up in Dallas 
and moved to Tyler to attend 
TJG after looking at college 
drill teams. 

She then earned her associ¬ 
ate’s degree in fine arts fromTJC 
and her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of 
Texas at Tyler. Schaefer also was 
able to work under Flynn and 
. gain experience. 

“My junior year at college I 
wrote her (Flynn) a letter asking 
if I could come back and finish 
my degree and work under her,” 
Schaffer said. “I wanted to work 
under her and learn about this 
job in particular and all the fac¬ 
ets of it.” 

Following Flynn as the Di¬ 
rector of the Apache Belles also 
honors Schaefer. 

“It’s and extreme honor. I 
would say that I have learned 
more from miss Flynn in regards 
to leading this group,” Schaefer 
said. “What we do is so unique 
and is so different that you can’t 
just go to college and learn it.” 

According to a TJC press 
release, TJC President Dr. Mike 
Metke and Dr. Johnny Moore, 
TJC vice president of student 
affairs, announced that Schaefer 
would be the Director of the 
Belles beginning Feb 8. 

“It was an extensive search,” 
Dr. Metke said. “Many people 
were interviewed and many 

— see BELLES page 7 — 


The classics come back 


By Matthew Crawford 

Staff Writer 

With fresh equipment, a dedicated staff, 
and a newly renovated building, it’s curtains up 
at Liberty Hall with an assortment of live mu¬ 
sic, comedic groups, and favorite old movies. 

Located in downtown Tyler, Liberty Hall 
was closed until the completion of its recent 
renovation this last September. The renovation 
cost over $1 million dollars but that was not 
paid for from the citizens’pockets. 

“The city, with Mayor Barbara Bass, 
the city council, and the ESCO [East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra] all worked really hard to 
raise the money from private funding,” Theatre 
Manager Anne Payne said, “it’s not a tax dollar 
business. It wasn’t renovated with the citizens’ 
money from taxes or anything like that. It was 
a really huge gift that the people that did give, 
gave to Tyler.” 

A lot of buzz is surrounding this theatre 
that viewers seem to feel is a more personal 
experience than a trip to Carmike. 

With the lack of previews and the general 
love from the crowd towards classic films, 
Liberty Hall gives the viewer the feeling that 
they’ve entered a wealthy friend’s home who 
owns their own theatre to watch a favorite film 
rather than a trip to the bigger, more crowded 
movie theatre. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


Tyler local and viewer Brittany Folden 
[leaving a showing of Grease] said “everyone 
gets into it, singing and clapping, it’s the com¬ 
munity feeling of it. It’s definitely more one 
on one. You get a different group here I think, 
especially the cult movies with cult followings. 
You get the hardcore fans here.” 

Liberty Hall has that new car smell that 
everyone loves as soon as the viewer walks 
through the doors. With an impressive sound 
system, crisp image projector, and comfortable 
clean seats, watching a movie at Liberty Hall is 
watching the classics in style. Before the start 
of the movie, Payne comes out and thanks 
everyone for coming out and welcomes him or 
her to the theatre. As soon as the lights dim, 
the neon blue lights around the screen fade 
and the crowd hushes in anticipation to watch 
a favorite film, or maybe one not seen before 
by the viewer. 

Interestingly enough Liberty Hall was 
originally renovated for musical numbers and 
other live performances before the idea was 
proposed to play classic films. 

“The movies kind of just came as an 
option because we had a screen and a projec¬ 
tor that were purchased as part of the whole 
project and ‘hey, wouldn’t it be great to show 
old movies?’ And people have really loved 
that,” said Payne. 

With multitudes of different events and 



Photo By Matthew Crawford 

BRINGING BACK THE CLASSICS: Above the banner of Tyler's recently renovated Liberty 
Theater can be seen glowing in the downtown portion of the Rose City. 


different kinds of films, diverse and various 
crowds show up to each performance. 

“I think my favorite thing about being 
here is the fact every event we have here 
brings in a different crowd,” said usher Rox¬ 
anne Apolskis. 

Tyler Junior College students are welcome 
and invited to come and see what’s going on in 
downtown. 

“The young people at TJC are extremely 
important to the growth of art and entertain¬ 
ment in downtown Tyler. We want them to 
know about it, and we want them to be excited, 
and we want them to come down here and 


support us,” said Payne. 

Payne recommends purchasing tickets 
ahead of time, which can be done on the 
Liberty Hall website at libertytyler.com. 

Tickets can or also be purchased 30 

minutes prior to any showing at the box of¬ 
fice. Movie tickets are $7, while tickets for five 
showings are $20-30. Canned sodas are $1 and 
candy is $2. 

For event schedules see the Liberty 
Hall website. One can also log on to Facebook 
and add suggestions for upcoming flicks at 
facebook.com/libertyhalltyler. 


Ryan Reynolds finds new role 


By Taylor Griffin 

Managing Editor 
tgriff25@email. tjc. edu 

What seemed like a would-be stereotypical action flick 
actually turned out to be a surprisingly enjoyable ride. “Safe 
House,” starring screen giants Denzel Washington and Ryan 
Reynolds, delivers an incredible line-up of characters, plot, and 
overall feel and a well-deserved night at the movies. 

A relative newbie in the film industry, Swedish film director 
Daniel Espinosa spins this yarn about a low-level agent for the 
CIA, Matt Weston (Reynolds), the keeper of a “safe house” for 
high-profile criminals in Cape Town, South Africa. His newest 
houseguest is Tobin Frost (Washington), an ex-CIA agent gone 
rogue and one of the most wanted criminals in the world. Frost 
acquires a file that contains private information of several special 
agencies around the globe. 

After an ambush at the safe house, Weston is ordered to 
take Frost to a new safe house, but of course, to keep the movie 
going, every bad thing that could go wrong does, ending with 
surprising twist. 


I don’t care what the critics are saying. I loved this movie. 
Ignore me if you must, but “Safe House” exceeded my expecta¬ 
tions as an action flick fanatic. While it didn’t really do anything 
spectacular or new to speak of, I was entertained and was able 
to follow along without having to look up the plot synopsis on 
Wikipedia to figure out what was going on in the theater. 

A lot of action movies nowadays have lost that sense of 
entertainment value and have turned to compensating with 
indistinguishable dialogue, unnecessary f-bombs, and the ever- 
popular “walk away from the explosion like it’s not happening” 
bit. 

“Safe House” kept a good standing throughout as far as I’m 
concerned. While unoriginal at parts, it still packed a huge 


see BUFFALO page 7— 



SAFE HOUSE 

IMM 




* 


















www.tjcnewspaper.com 


Friday, February 24, 2012 | Page 7 


SHERIFF 

- continued, from page 1 - 

All of the questions that were asked came directly from 
Criminal Justice students, adding a unique factor to the debate. 
Several hundred were submitted, and about thirty were chosen. 

“I think the students did what those candidates wanted,” 
said Mary Pyle, Criminal Justice professor. “They wanted to be 
able to answer questions dealing with the sheriff’s department 
and with the jail and with the community.” 

The questions were thought provoking and forced the candi¬ 
dates to answer based on their individual platforms, said Waller. 

Among the students in attendance, Tracey Lornson, presi¬ 
dent of CJSA and TJC Criminal Justice student, said the overall 
turnout of the debate was great, including attendance from both 
students and the community. She also feels that the debate was 
important to not only the community but to TJC students as 
well. 


“I feel that all students, young or older, benefit from attend¬ 
ing any type of debate. You get to know about the candidates 

“I feel that all students, young or older, benefit 
from attending any type of debate.” 

-Tracey Lornson 
President, CJSA 


that are running for office... instead of just casting your vote for 
someone because that’s who everyone else is voting for,” she said. 
“Elections are important. You need to get the best information 
you can before you make a decision on who is the best candidate 
for you.” 


Both Waller and Pyle said that this debate was not only for 
the community’s benefit but also would be used as a great teach¬ 
ing tool for their students, who might one day work under the 
new sheriff. 

“We try to get them involved not just in the political process 
but also to understand that this is going to be the biggest race... 
something that would directly affect them and their majors,” said 
Waller. 

Pyle also noted that this debate will probably be the largest 
the candidates will have and perhaps the most professional. 

“The other debates have not done what we did,” she said. 
“They didn’t focus on those important issues, and that’s what 
they [the candidates] wanted to talk about.” 




online when you are.. 
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on campus... 
when you need it! 


Theresa’s speech professor remembers just 
how willing and determined she was from many 
of the students that she taught in her speech 
classes throughout the years. 

“From the first moment that I met her I 
knew that she was special,” Hindman said. “I 
knew that she had a special spirit and that she 
could do whatever she wanted to.” 

Although, Theresa’s success is a highlight, 
she can never wipe away the memories of what 
left her unable to walk, talk, and speak for sev¬ 
eral months. 

It was summer and she was just 17. 

Theresa had been visiting with friends and 
they later decided to go for a drive, not knowing 
that their attempt for fun would end tragically 
down the road. 

The vehicle her friend was driving struck 
a Colbert head on. The impact threw everyone 
from the truck. Among those thrown from the 
vehicle, the driver was the first found. He had 
sustained minor cuts, scrapes, and bruises not 
suffering any life-threatening injuries from the 
accident. 

After more searching, another friend was 
found, but due to the extent of the wreck, the 
truck rolled over him and he died instantly. 
Theresa wasn’t found until after the scene was 
cleaned and cleared. The force of impact had 
thrown her further than the other passengers 
away from the scene. It happened so fast. 

Theresa was rushed to the intensive care 
unit at East Texas Medical Center. The odds 
were stacked against her but she wouldn’t give 
up. She was a fighter. 


The cold, empty hospital room was to her 
like an emotional prison. 

As she laid in that hospital bed, connected 
to machines and being fed through a feeding 
tube, she had never felt more alone, weary, and 
confined. Theresa never imagined in an instant, 
her life would have taken a turn for the worst. 
She was devastated. 

“It was a hard pill to swallow,’’Theresa said. 
“I remember waking up two weeks later in a 
hospital. I didn’t have any other choice at that 
time, but to think. I knew then that the chapter 
was over, but I was determined that the book 
was not finished.” 

Theresa believes that everything happens 
for a reason. She wants to leave behind a mean¬ 
ingful legacy for others to be inspired and en¬ 
couraged to keep fighting to win the war, even if 
they think they’ve lost the battle she explained. 

“I believe that when we all die and leave 
this earth, we will leave behind a footprint. . . 
It’s up to us and the actions that we take and the 
decisions that we make, is to how that footprint 
will be measured when we are gone,” she said. 
“When I die, and pass on, I want my footprint 
to be measured by the people I’ve helped and by 
the people I’ve been able to touch. That is what I 
believe is the reason for all the challenges in my 
life to make a serious difference in the world if 
just in a single life,” she said softly, briefly clos¬ 
ing her watering eyes for a moment. 

“You have to learn to do the best you can, 
with whatever it is that you are given, leaving 
behind something truly special... A footprint.” 
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were interviewed and many were asked their advice on who 
should lead the Apache Belles. It always, overwhelmingly, came 
back to Jasilyn.” 

Schaefer realizes that the world of dance is changing but 
believes that the Belles’ originality is what makes them stand out 
and will continue to sustain them. 

“Dance has defiantly become more popular and more dif¬ 
ficult with the evolution of reality shows and shows about danc¬ 
ing that have really peaked everyone’s interest,” Schaefer said. “I 
think its very important to maintain the traditions that make the 
Apache Belles so unique and not like every other team.” 
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Coaching transition moving smoothly 



TENNIS 


Photo by: Christopher Gray 

ABOVE: Former Tennis Coach John Peterson shakes 
Interim Head Coach, Dash Connell’s hand. 


By Christopher Gray 

Staff Writer 


Tyler Junior College’s tennis program is continuing the tradi¬ 
tion established under recently retired Hall of Fame Coach John 
Peterson. 

Interim Head Coach Dash Connell, former assistant tennis 
coach, is now leading the teams, running the program in the same 
manner as it has been run for years. Connell likes the way the 
transition is going. 

“Coach Peterson was so good at what he did, the foundation 
was really set the last 25 years or so on how to make a success¬ 
ful program,” said Connell. “I have a lot of the same theories and 
ideas and kind of add on some of my own. The transition is going 
good.” 

It can be a daunting task to replace a coach with the stature 
of Peterson, whose resume includes 25 national championships in 
24 years. However, Connell also obtains a resume with numerous 
honors. It includes awards not only for his history in tennis but 
sportsmanship and leadership skills as well. 

Connells assistant coach, Kimm Ketelsen,feels positive about 
the change. 

“The coaching transition is gong very smoothly,” said Ke¬ 
telsen. “Of course, with Coach Peterson being here for over 20 
years, its a little different, but Coach Connell is very good at what 
he does.” 

The players on both the men and womens teams seem to like 
the way the transition is going. 

“So far its going pretty good,” said Audrey Leitz, a sopho¬ 
more from Marseille, France. “Obviously we re missing Coach R, 
but Dash is doing a very good job. He’s close to the players. We 
all like him.” 

Connell’s familiarity with the program has its advantages. 

“The transition has gone pretty well. He was our assistant 


coach last year so he knows how our practices are run,” said Adam 
Taylor, a sophomore from Toronto, Canada. “The values and prin¬ 
ciples are all the same, and the practices are pretty much the same. 
All the players know the expectations of our coach.” 

There are differences between being an assistant coach and 
being head coach. 

“The responsibilities change. Things like dealing with person¬ 
alities, like who plays with whom,” said Connell. “ I make a lot 
more decisions. I play a larger part in scheduling matches, talking 
to other coaches, and deciding where to play and when. Last year, 
it was more like making sure we had enough grips and strings. This 
is more managing a group of people.” 

In some instances, incoming coaches will get the term “in¬ 
terim” attached to their title. There are reasons for this. 

“The interim process gives us time, and it gives him time,” 
said Dr. Tim Drain, TJC Athletic Director. “At some point, 
whether it’s at the conclusion of this season or before, I’ll get with 
our vice-president of Student Affairs, who our athletics report to, 
and determine the next course, whether it’s to open up for com¬ 
plete interviews or various options that we’ve got. I’ve got all the 
confidence in the world in Dash. Both teams are going to be really 
good this year.” 

While most coaches normally wouldn’t care for the term “in¬ 
terim” next to their title, Connell doesn’t seem to feel phased about 
the situation. 

“I hope to do well, but the way we define success here and for 
our team is to just get better every day,” said Connell. “ I think if 
we do that, the good things will happen.” Coach Peterson is enjoy¬ 
ing his retirement and feels that the program was left in capable 
hands. 

“I think Coach Connell is doing a very good job as coach,” 
said Peterson. “ He was an assistant here and played here. He 
knows how Tyler Junior College works. As for me, things are go¬ 
ing good for me. I can sleep late, I can play a little tennis, I can ride 
my bike... they’re doing fine, but should they need me to consult, 
I’m here.” 


Israeli fighting 
style teaches 
self defense 

By Crystal Jaquez 

Student Life Editor 

Israeli fighting style can give Tyler Junior College stu¬ 
dents the skills they need to defend themselves in a danger¬ 
ous situation. 

Krav Maga means “combat contact” in Hebrew. This 
style of combat was created to be used by men and women of 
many ages and fitness levels. 

“It’s a military style hand-to-hand combat system that 
is used by both the military, by law enforcement, and we also 
teach civilians,” said Nathan Lundstrom, owner and lead in¬ 
structor at East Texas Krav Maga (ETKM). 

Lundstrom is a third degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do 
but switched to Krav Maga because he felt like it utilized the 
talents he had learned from years of training to use in a real 
world situation. 

“We don’t teach fighting,” said Lunstrom. “Fighting is 
a willingness to combat... Self-protection is violence forced 
upon you and you must react.” 

Instructors focus on what feels natural to their students. 
His or her natural reactions are the basis for each student’s per¬ 
sonal style of defense. It doesn’t focus on technique, but the 
goal is survival, so they use a high-stress form of training to 
mimic a real attack and teach the student to react accordingly. 

“You won’t be thinking ‘what did Nate teach me in class’ 
when someone is choking you against a tree,” said Lund¬ 
strom. “You will be thinking ‘Oh my gosh, I need to get this 
person’s hand off my throat.” 

Women are generally attacked one-on-one, while men 
are generally attacked in groups so women and men are trained 
slightly differently. Krav Maga is a type of self-defense that 
teaches students to use their surroundings to their advantage 
to protect their own lives and the lives of their loved ones. 

“I train as if my wife and my kids are right behind me,” 
said Lunstrom. “What would I do to save their life? To tell 
you the truth. I would pick up my arm off the floor and I 
would beat the attacker to death with it.” 

The instructors at ETKM will modify training for those 
with disabilities because no one is immune to an attack, but 
even people with a disability can be effective in deterring an 
enemy. 

“That’s not my goal, to be stronger, but the procedures 
that they teach are for anybody,” said Hannah Collins a level 
two student at ETKM. “There a lot of older women that 
come, there are athletes and everyone in between.” 

— j^DEFENSEywge? — 


Men’s Ba 

Feb. 25,4:00 p.m. (§> Trinity Valley CC 
Feb. 29,7:30 p.m. @ Kilgore College J 
Mar. 3, 4:30 p.m. vs Lamar State Colleg 



Rivalry games add hype, but no 
more important that conference 


BASKETBALL 


By Ani Umana 

Staff Writer 

Rivalry games in college basketball 
add a new energy level to a long tradi¬ 
tion between two schools. For some in the 
Apache basketball program, rivalry games 
have a special meaning. However, for oth¬ 
ers it’s just another conference game. 

Head Coach Mike Marquis feels 
that wins against rival teams affect not 
only athletes but fans as well. The wins 
also benefit the team in a major way. 

“Wining a game against a rival like 
Kilgore (College) is great. It gives us a 
point up on the win column in the season, 
but these games are something that have a 
bigger impact on the players and the com¬ 
munity,” said Marquis. 

Assistant Coach Ifeanyi Koggu, for¬ 
mer Apache basketball player, described 
the excitement within the players and 
community before rivalry games when he 
played for TJC. Koggu sees a difference 
from the players in practice a week before 
a rivalry game. 

“When I played, days before we 
played a rival, there was hype from us and 
the school. Those games didn’t mean that 
much more than other conference games 
but whoever won would have bragging 
rights for a year. That’s what made them 
big,” Koggu said. “ The way the players 
prepare for rivalry games now is similar to 
when I played. A week before they have to 
play a rival, they practice with more inten¬ 
sity, are more vocal and play more physical 
on one another.” 

In Region XIV, a conference that 
consists of teams such as Navarro Col¬ 
lege, Trinity Valley Community Col¬ 
lege, Kilgore College and Blinn College, 
the Apache basketball team must play a 
19-conference-game schedule. 

Dating back to 2005, Marquis has 
lead the team to victory 10 out of 12 times 





Photo by Adam Peterson 

ABOVE: Freshman Hersey Robinson hustles past Kilgore College Rangers. 


against rival Kilgore College. 

It is Alton Tanners’ first year to ex¬ 
perience the hype and excitement that 
conference play brings. The 6-foot, 7-inch 
forward freshman believes that there is no 
one or two games more important than 


the rest. 

“We go in as every game to be like a 
rivalry game because winning these con¬ 
ference games mean a lot to the team,” 
Tanner said. 
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Apache baseball team seeking fresh talent 


COLUMN 


Out-of-bounds 

Celebrity identity theft 


BASEBALL 


By Martin Rodrigez 

Staff Writer 

The main goal of the TJC baseball team is to win the na¬ 
tional championship this year. However, another priority for 
coaches to begin building championship teams of the future. 

Head Baseball Coach Doug Wren and his staff will 
soon be scouting high school games searching for the future 
Apache team members. 

First baseman Liam Beechinor of Round Rock said it 
wasn’t hard to convince him to come to TJC. 

U I kind of just liked the whole feel of it — the atmosphere 
of the school, the atmosphere of the program,” said Beechinor, 
who was a top recruit having batted .427 with four home runs 
and 28 RBIs during his senior year at McNeil High School. 

He said TJC was one of the first colleges for which he 
did a talent showcase. 

Sophomore catcher Blaine Hashagen was recruited after 

DEFENSE 

- continuedfrom 8 -— 

Awareness is one of the biggest defenses 
that ETKM stresses. Lundstrom wants peo¬ 
ple to become more aware of their surround¬ 
ings and instincts. Do not ignore feelings of 
nervousness. 

“He teaches me procedures that I don’t 
have to be athletic for, I just had to be aware,” 
said Collins. “It’s just small things that make 
a big difference when I am going out to my 
car. 

Every new student enters Krav Maga at 
a level one. Similar to belt systems in martial 
arts Krav Maga has levels one through six. 

Level one is basics of defense, level two and 
three teach each person how to fight, and 
levels four through six focus of defense from 
weapons and blunt objects. ETKM teaches 
levels one through five. 

In addition to self-defense training, 

ETKM offers fitness classes with their mem¬ 
berships. The fitness classes can be adjusted 
to any student’s condition and will also teach 
self-defense. They have a 90-day weight loss 
challenge that encourages people to join and 
become healthier. 

“I lost 18 to 20 pounds during the 90- 
day challenge,” said Edwin Whitaker, a hus¬ 
band who attends classes) with his 18-week 
pregnant wife, Jessica. “I joined after and 
now I come here regularly.” 

To register for classes contact Nathan 
Lundstrom at 903-590-0085 or nathan@ 
easttxkravmaga.com or visit ETKM at www. 
easttxkravm aga. com. 


batting .466 with four home runs and 27 RBI’s his senior year 
at Hargrave High School near Houston. 

“The way we are treated here, it is like a four-year univer¬ 
sity,” Hashagen said. 

He said he believes playing for TJC has prepared him to 
continue playing baseball at a four-year college. The Univer¬ 
sity of Central Oklahoma has already contacted him about 
possibly coming there next year. 

Given the past success of the program being recruited 
by TJC means players get a chance to compete for a national 
championship. 

TJC was national runner-up in 2010, national champi¬ 
ons and 2007 and were either Metro Athletic Conference or 
district champions from 2008 to 2010. The team is currently 
nationally ranked and won its first eight games this season. 

Because of TJC s “winning environment” Coach Wren is 
confident about recruiting new players. The winning tradition 
makes recruiting easy. 


ByYIiana Crawford 

Sports Editor 

When you grow up in a household where soccer news was 
almost as important as political dilemmas, you tend to praise 
or criticize athletes for just about every play made. As an inno¬ 
cent child, I never thought that I would ever have to criticize 
athletes for more than their athletic ability. In my mind, they 
ran around in a stadium all day long, got paid a lot of money 
and started the process over the next day. What else could they 
want? To this day, I still believe that athletes are over-paid, but 
my views of how I portray their love for the game has changed 
drastically. 

Professional athletes nowadays, majority if I say so myself 
have become so obsessed with Hollywood glamour that they’ll 
do just about anything to get their names published and they 
forget what made them famous in the first place. 

Cristiano Ronaldo, the most expensive soccer player in 
history, recently launched a smart phone app that allows you 
to see his tweets, posts, videos, pictures, and pretty much ev¬ 
erything else. Ronaldo, I understand that you have millions of 
fans around the world (and I use that term lighdy due to the 
fact that most of your followers are adolescent teenage girls 
that don t know what team you play for), but instead of wor¬ 
rying about apps, try practicing your plays so Real Madrid 
doesn’t get beat by Barcelona in April. 

New England Patriots wide receiver Chad Javon 
“Ochocinco” took it to the next level in August 2008 when he 
decided to legally change his last name from Johnson to the 
infamous last name he holds. Of course, the name change was 
only the beginning of multiple of publicity stunts. Ochocinco 
competed on ABC’s season ten of “Dancing with the Stars”, 
was featured on his own reality dating show “Ochocinco: The 
Ultimate Catch,” and made a fool out of himself when he tried 
out for Sporting Kansas City of Major League Soccer due to 
the 2011 NFL lockout. Cameos, a PETA ad campaign, host- 
ing gigs, video games: this athlete sell out has done it all. 

While most athletes enter the social media’s spotlight be¬ 
cause of their talent, Kris Humprey became the exception to 
rule after his marriage to reality star Kim Kardashian fizzled 
after 72 days. I’m saying that Kim Kardashian hasn’t earned 
her fame fairly and who was Kris Humprey before this over 
talked about divorce? Just another New Jersey Nets bench 
warmer. He now plans on branding his name, star on his own 
reality television show, open a nightclub, and and, of course, 
sue Kim Kardashian for all she’s worth. Apparendy, he believes 
that his five minutes of fame won’t ever run out. Maybe he 
should change professions since his future in the NBA doesn’t 
look too bright anyways. 

Some athletes seriously need to get their priorities to¬ 
gether. They’re spending all of their time on these side jobs 
instead of improving athletically. Their obsession on constantly 
being in the spodight with pointless projects is only making it 
easier for people to not take them seriously. 
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• Scholarship Drawings! 

• Meet Faculty and Students! 

• Academic & Student Organizations Showcase! 
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so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) 
contains every 
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punch. Im almost embarrassed to say that it made me want to run out and buy my own gun to 
shoot at things—twice, for good measure. 

But it was certainly by no means challenging. It was simply old hat for Denzel Washington. The 
guy is pushing 60 years old, but he keeps churning out fantastic movies. While I really liked this one, 
it just cant compare with his finest moments like “Remember the Titans” or “American Gangster,” 
to name a few. Needless to say, I’ll always be rooting for Washington. 

On the other hand, I had some doubts going into this movie concerning his counterpart. How 
could Ryan Reynolds even dare to complement the likes of Washington, a mastered veteran of action 
flicks? However, I was pleasantly surprised and frankly impressed by their on-screen camaraderie. 

You cant help but feel for Ryan Reynolds. He’s starving for that serious lead he so desires and 
needs in order to stay relevant in the business. Nevertheless, he’s still not quite there as far as getting 
that dream role. With the Mr. Gosling fever simmering down, this Ryan needs to make his move— 
fast. 

We know he’s a great comedian (see “Van Wilder” and “Just Friends”) and obvious rom-com 
magnet, but I think he’s still trying to reconcile the fans he lost with the down-right stench of a 
movie, “The Green Lantern.” But, come on, it s Ryan Reynolds—I think those abs deserve a second 
chance. 

The soundtrack for this movie was phenomenal. To me, the choice of music and composition is 
the key component and can undoubtedly make or break a film. In this case, the selections added to 
the overall grit of the movie. 

I’ll give this flick a four-and-a-half out of five chips. While I might get some flack about it later 
considering the sucky reviews the movie is getting, I honestly didn’t see the problem. It did what it 
needed to do, and I was impressed. On another note, keep your chin up, Ryan Reynolds. You’re going 
places, baby. 
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ACROSS 

1 Actor Sandler 

5 _ Hanna; LL Cool J’s role on 
“NCIS: Los Angeles” 

8 Betty White’s role on “The 
Golden Girls” 

9 “CSI: 

12 TV show host O’Brien 

13 Ted _ of “Cheers” 

14 Nation east of Saudi Arabia 

15 Actor _ Russell 

16 Comment from Homer Simpson 

18 Buddy 

19 the Press” 

20 Rayburn of “The Match Game” 

21 Martin or Cain 

23 “The Price Is Right” host 

24 “True movie for Matt Damon 
and Jeff Bridges 

25 City” 

26 Alaska’s Sarah 

28 “Two and a _ Men” 

29 Prince William’s alma mater 

30 Buzzing insects 

32 “Much _ About Nothing” 

35 Setting for “Bonanza”: abbr. 

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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36 Majors and Marvin 

37 To unanimously 

38 Antenna 

40 Popeye's love 

41 Film about a stay-at-home dad 

42 Eric _ of Monty Python 

43 180” from SSW 

44 _ down the law; gives orders 

DOWN 

1 Fragrance 

2 Actor on “Community” 

3 As strong _ ox 

4 in Trees” 

5 “Get series for Don Adams 

6 Misbehavin'”; Broadway hit 

7 Bell and Barker 

10 Sitcom for Sofia Vergara 

11 _ ear and out the other 

12 “Beverly Hills Eddie Murphy 
film 

13 Date”; movie for Robert 

Downey, Jr. 

15 Clark _; Superman’s disguise 
17 “_ Jude”; song for the Beatles 

19 “The __ Event"; Barbra 
Streisand/Ryan O’Neal film 

20 Max __ of “Barney Miller” 

22 Joanie Cunningham’s portrayer 

23 Expert accountants, for short 

25 Out of My League”; recent 
movie for Jay Baruchel 

26 Bic or Paper Mate 

27 ‘The series for Mr. T 

30 Former NYC Mayor Abe _ 

31 Electric _; dangerous fish 

33 World”; Harry Anderson 
sitcom 

34 “_ Tree Hill” 

36 “The _ King”; blockbuster 
animated movie 

37 Actor on “M*A*S*H” 

39 President Nixon's monogram 

40 Lubricate 


Questions/ Comments/ Concerns/ 

0 Post a comment on tjcnewspaper.com. 
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COLLEGE BOOKS Inc. 

“SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT!” 

7JC spoitswear HEADQUARTERS 

WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF: 

TJC Hoodies TJC Blankets 
TJC Caps TJC T-Shirts 

WE NOW HAVE NIKE SPORTSWEAR! 

At yauufc* OFP'CaiiiiHiis* BM&ctarc F«* Taut* 0 **C*ui<jum; Wc*if I 

1232 E Fifth Si (Across from TJC) 

903 - 592-4112 

calle 9 eba 0 ks@tyler.net 
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We have the lowest tuition of any 4-year university in Texas. Tyler Junior 
College incoming Transfer Students who qualify may be eligible to receive at 
least a Si ,500 per year scholarship - reducing your annual tuition to less than 
$4,000 per year. 

A&M-Texarkana offers a very active campus life. Our state-of-the-art residence 
hal! features great amenities from suites with 32" flat screen TVs, wi-fi, and 
personal sinks, to a pool and sand volleyball court. Our Eagles sports teams 
are currently recruiting for Cross Country, Dance, Soccer, Tennis and Golf. 

Visit our new Bringle Lake campus. 

7101 University Avenue * Texarkana, TX 75503 • 903-223-3000 


TEXARKANA 

TAMUT.EDU 























